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Sketch of the Life of the celebrated Marfhal Wurmfer. 


ATELY died at Vienna, in the 73d year of his age, the 
eclebrated Marfhal Dagobert Siegmund de Wurmfer. 

He was bornat Strafburg, in 1724, and entered, at the age of 
fifteen, into the French fervice, as cadet of artillery, which 
corps he foon > Sue ¢ for that of the caren and in 1740 


the aa Marth tes “He foon attr asted notice as a 
bold rider, and for his peculiar manner in the conduct of the 
light cavalry. In the fame year, he was advanced to the rank 
of Major in the regiment, in confequence of his brave conduct 
at the taking of Prague, and of the judicious manner in which 
he covered the retreat of the French from Bohemia, under 
Marfhal de Bellifles. He was afterwards oppofed to the cele- 
brated Pandour, Commander Trenck, who laid wafte Bavarfa; 
Wurmfer, however, foon ftopped his progrefs. 

In 17459 e exchanged the French fervice for the Auftrian, 
and was made Colonel of the fame regiment of huffars which 
he commanded afterwards as General. During the war of 
1745 and 175%, betwixt Auftria and Frederick of Prudia, he 
had always commands in the line of battle, always diftinguifh- 
ing himfelf for his bravery and judicious manceuvres, He 
never had an opportunity to fignal:ze himfelf asa General, till 
the new Pruffian war in 1779, when he was entrafted with a 
feparate command. ‘The mafterly manner in which” he 
planned the attack of the Pruflian rear, in the, retreat from 
Bohemia in th at year, and the attempts which he made to 
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182 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
intercept the whole train of artillery, procured him the highet 
applaufe among military men, and even Frederick himfelf ace 
knowledged it to bea firft-rate piece of Generalfhip. 

It was the Prince Royal of Pruffia, late Frederick 
William II, who defeated thofe fchemes of Wurmfer. The 
Prince had his own regiment, the 2d regiment of foot-guards, 
Tunas’s battalion of grenadiers, and Appenburg’s dragoons 
to cover a file‘of artillery 2nd waggons, of more than twelve 
Englith miles in length. His cavalry was in the laft divifion, 
more than five miles backward, when Waurmfer, by a forced 
march whereby he efcaped the vigilance of the King himfelf, 
who commanded the covering column, appeared, at three 
o’clock in the afternoon, with 8000 Hungarian cavalry, in 
front and flank of the Pruffians, and in pofleffion of the 
heights and hollow grounds. of Burkerfdorf, where the train 
was to pafs, 

The Prince perceiving that every thing was lof if he 
waited for Wurmfer’s attack, and his own cavalry being too 
far behind to be brought into the a€tion, toak the bold refolu- 
tion to charge the Auftrians. Accordingly, he put himfelf at 
the head-of the foot-guards, and, fupported by Tunas’s gree 
nadiets, anda heavy camonade, attacked the Auftrian cavalry 
with the bayonet, threw them into confufion, and gave time to 
the King to come up, who foon being on the {pot, took goo prie 
foners, although Wurmfer renewed the attack. He had three 
hories fhot under him in that affair, Frederick, after the 
ation, declared, * It was the firit campzign of my nephew; 
I always thought him a courageous man, but now he has fhown 
hittifelf a judicious General, and has acquired more glory from 
the character of the great General who oppofed him.” 

In 1788, Wurmfer commanded a feparate corps in the 
Bannat, where he difplayed his talents in oppofing and 
ftopping, by fkilful marches and countermarches, united with 
bold attacks of light-cavalry, the progrefs of the whole force 
of the Turkith empire headed by the Grand Vizir. In 1789, 
he covered the whole of the Auftrian army in the unfortunate 
retreat from the Bannaf, and with his own and Barco’s ree 
giment, prevented more than 20,000 Turks from feizing the 
military cheft and baggage. In 1790, heleft that army when 
Laudohn took the command, with whom he was not on terms 
of friendthip. 

In 1793, he was appointed to the command of the army: 
intended to aét againft the French in Alface. On the 13th 
of Odtcber, he made a grand attack upon the lines of Lauter, 
and 
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and forced them, after little refiftance, from the enemy, who 
loft almoft the whole of their artillery. Weiflembourg fell 
foon after, and he purfued the French, firft to Haguenau, and 
then to Wanzenau, near Strafburgh. On the 27th, he was, in 
this place, attacked by the French; but hecompelled them to 
retreat with the lofsof 3000 men. The famous Fort Louis, 
in Vauban, fell into his hands, on the r4th of November. 
Here his fuceefles terminated, and his genius was compelled 
to yield tothe enthufiafm of the republicans, under the come 
mand of Pichegruand Hoche. On the 8th of December, 
his army was driven from Haguenau, with immenfe lofs; on 
the 26th from Weifiembourg, and finally acrofs the’ Rhine. 
The laftfervice in which Marfhal Wurmfer was employed, 
was to attempt the relicf of Mantua, when befieged by Buo- 
naparte. This event is fo recent, that it is unneceflary to 
repeat the details in this place. The taics of Wermfer 
proved of little avail againft that phawnomenon of military 
genius, Buonaparte ; and, after feveral days of hard fighting, 
he was compelled to throw himfelf andthe wreck of his army 
into Mantua.~ ‘The brave defence which he made in that city, 
renders its fiege one of the moft important in'modern hiftory—_ 
the victor Buonaparte paid a tribute to his military character, 
fuch as few men have received or deferved from an enemy. 





INTERESTING TRIALS. 
COURT of COMMON. PLEAS, 
Before Chief ‘/uftice Sir F. Eyre. 


Simpson vu. TayLor, Esq. 
ae was an ation again Mr. Taylor, the proprietor of 
the Opera-houfe, tor refufing to admit into the pit of 
that theatre Mrs. Maria Johnfon of Jermyn-ftreet, under che 
authority of a filver ticket, which had become the property of 
the plaintiff, and which he took upon him tolet or lend to 
Mrs. Johnfon, 

The action was defended, not upon the fcore of any objece 
tion to the ticket, or that the plaint.ff had not a right to 
transfer it, but upon the ground that the perfon who prefented 
it for admiffion was obvioufly and notorioufly an exceptionable 
charafer, andimproper to be admitted into the pit of that 
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Mrs. Jobafon underwent a ftrit crofs-examination.by. Mr, 
Serjeant Adair, on the part of the defendant. Sie admitted 
thatthe had kepta large houfe in Jerayn-flreet for twenty 
years, and wasin the habit of letting out the fame to ladies, 
who were generally elteemed bandjome, and fometimes to fingle 
gentlemen alfo; but fhe declined entering into any. further ex- 
planation, which might tend to criminate or difgrace herfelf ; 
and, upon an appea! tohis Lorathip, he held her not bound to 
anfwer any queltions tending to felt-crimination. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair then, ina very able fpeech, appealed to 
his, Lordfhip and the jury, whether the defendant was uot per- 
feQtly juftified, and even praifeworthy, in refufing the admiifion 
of Mrs. Johnfon, and highly deferving the thanks of the public 
for his condudt, in thus endeavouring to exclude improper 
company from. the pit. of the Opera, where perfons .of the 
higheft rank and fafhion ufually aflembled ? 

“The Chief Juftice, inan eloquent addrefs, in which he paid 
fome handfome compliments to the conduct of the defendant, 
declared it to be his opinion,.that the action was not maintain- 
able ia point of law... His Lordthip faid, that although from 
the beginning, he had.felt the -higheft indignation at the 
attion, he had waited patiently during the whole of the 
evidence, in order to difcovér whether any thing would come 
out, upon which, in point of law, the plaintiff could have the 
fmalleft claim to a verdi&t: Had that been the cafe, he fhould 
have felt ithis duty to have direéted the jury accordingly, 
however indecorous the ation itfelf might have been ; bet he 
was happy to find no legal grounds whatever. to maintain fo 
uuwarrantable a cafe, The evidence had only proved a 
refufal of admiffion upon the ground of perfonal objection to 
the dearer of the ticket, without the leaft sreliftance to the 
plaintiff's right or property. His Lordfhip further added, that, 
in all cafes of this fort, a condition was’ neceflarily annexed to 
the ticket; that the privilege which refulted from it thould not 
be abufed by letting out or delivering it over to perfons Who, 

either from their appearance in point of drels, or immoral 
notoriety, were impro; er tobe admitted among that part of 
the audience for whom the pit of this King’s theatre was very 
properly referved, 

The jury immediately found a verdi& for the defendant, 
with cofts of fuit. 

The friends of good order and decorum will hear of this 
decifion with fatisfaction, as it tends to ferm a proper barrier 
between the modeft part of the female fex, and thofe of a 
different defcript WON, 
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SaTuRDAY, February 17. 


Purine, Esd. anp ANOTHER, verfus HAMMERSLEY 
AND COMPANY 

THIS was an attion brought by the plaintiff inthe charac- 
ter of. afignees of Mefirs.. Martindale and Fitch againg 
Meffrs, Hammerfley and Co. bankers, in Pall. Myll, to recover 
the fum.of 63001. being the amount, of a bond given by the 
Marquis of Stafford to Mr. Martindale, and which had been 
ailigned over to, and depotited with, the defendants, (ubfequent 
to.an actof bankrupty being committed by Meiirs. Martindale 
and Fitch. 

By the evidence it appeared, that a fhort time fubfequent to 
the commiflion of an actof bankruptcy by Mefirs. Martindale 
and Co, they affigned over all their eifects to the defendant 
(excepting the paraphernalia of Mrs. Martindale) andy 
among{t them, a bond from the Marquis of Stafford 
for 6300], The amount of the bond was afterwards paid to 
the defendants by a check on Meffts.. Child, and Co. The 

bject of this affignment to the defendants was to difcharge 
the debts of Martindale and Co. , The a& of bankruptcy 
Was a private one. 

Mr. Se:jeant Adair, as Counfel for the defendants, admitted 
the law to be, that all payments made fublequent to the come 
miffion of anactof, bankruptcy were void.. The prefent cafe, 
however, he conceived, did not come within the principle of 
this law 3 for the fact was, that the defendants had paid the 
amount of the bond in queftion to Mr, John Martindale,’ 
which (together with the othe: effeag depolited with the de- 
fendants, as bankers or agents, ) had made their way among the 
creditors. . ‘The learned S erjeant then called Mz. Martine 
dale to fubftantiate the material facts he had flated; but the 
Chief Juitice was of opimion that the defence could not avail 
the defendants in the pretent action. According to the fpirit 
and tenor of the bankrupt laws, the bond in queftion was the 
property of the aflignees, who had aright to recover the 
amount of it, “‘Thedefendants had no right to give it up to 
Mattiodale after the act of bankruptcy was committed. The 
jury found a verdict for the plaintifi—Damages 6300), 





TuHurspay, JLebruary 22, 
BiunpecLi v. Hore. 
THIS was an aGion of importance to the trading world, 
Ut was brought to recover from the defendant, as a wharfinger, 
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the value of a package of thread, which had been fent from 
Scotland, direGted to the plaintiff, and which was deftroyed by 
a fire that accidentally happened at the defendant's wharf, in 
the year 1793. 

It appeared in evidence, that two boxes of thread had been 
fent, dire&ted to the plaintiff.—One of thefe came’ by a hhip, 
called the Two Sifters ; the other (the goods in queftion,) by 
the Lord Fife. In the month of November, 1793, the plains 
tiff fent a fervant to the defendant’s wharf for the box of 
thread that was fent by the Lord Fife; he was told, that the 
box fent by this fhip had not arrived, which was the fact. The 
other box had arrived, and was at the defendant’s wharf, but 
as the fervant did not afk for it it was not then delivered. As 
foen as the package of thread by the Lord Fife arrived, the 
defendant, by miitake, fent home the other box, and that 
which came by the Lord Fife, remained in the wharf for 
about three weeks, when a fire happened, and the goods in 
queftion, among other things, were deftroyed. 

The queftion in this caule was—“ Whether the defendant, 
as a wharfinger, was bound by law, or by any particular ufage, 
to fend the goods in his pofleffion to the refpective perfons to 
whom they are directed within a reafonable time after they 
atrive, and upon negledling fo to do, is refponfible for the lols 
or damage that may ‘afterwards happen to fach goods? 

It appeared that it was the common cuftom of the dee 
fendant to fend home to the perfons, for whom they are 
dire&ed, the goods that come to his wharf, 

The Counisl for the defendant contended that the goods in 
queftion had been deftroyed by what the law deemed the at 
of God, and not by any tault or improper conduét of the de- 
fendant. It wasa principle of law, that a wharfinger or com- 
mon Carriers, were not liable for any lofs that arofe by the act 
of God, or the King’senemies. If there was any negligence 
in this cafe, it wasi imputable to the plaintiff in not fending for 
the goods before the fire happened, which he ought to have 
done. 

The Chief Juftice obferved, that where goods come to the 
hands of a wharfinger from foreign countries, it was not the 
province of the wharfinger to fend them to the perfons for 
whom they are directed, but to keep them till application was 
made for them. Inthe cafe, however, of wharfingers, con- 

nected with the coafting trade, the learned Judg re was of 
opinion that the law was “othe rwife, and that it was their duty 
to fend the goods to the perfons for whom they are directed, 
9 within 
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within a reafonable time, beeaufe thefe wharfingers. were con- 
fidered to be common carriers. f, therefore, any lofs 
happened by neglecting to do fo (which was. the prefent cafe,) 
the wharfinger was reiponfible. ee 

The jury found a verdiQ for the plaintiff—Damages 43). 
(the value of the goods.) 
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Narrative:of the Particulars of the late Embaffy.of Lord 
cae Macariney to China. 


(Continued from Page 170.) 


IEN-SING, the tranflation of which is heavenly fpot, 
is in length nearly equal to London, and contained, by 
information, feven hundred thoufand perfons. -Some of the 
houfes are built with ftone, but moftly with brick, of one ftory 
only, though there are fome of two ftories high. “Every houle 
is well filled, inafmuch as the exifting branches of the fame 
family dwell in fmall apartments undér the fame roof—The 
beft or moft durable bricks are of a blueifh or lead colour ; 
fome few are red, and others pale brown.—T he laft_kind, ufed 
for the mean dwellings, are only baked in the fun. The blue 
bricks are burnt in a kiln by a clofe wood fire, the blaze of 
whichis not allowed to touch them; and thoie which are ex- 
pofed to its flame, acquire a reddifh colour.—In the making 
of bricks from the clay, thin layers of ftraw are placed be- 
tween them, without which they would, as they dried, run or 
adhere together; fo that the Ch nefe, like the children of 
Ifrae}, could not make bricks without ftraw. 

The lands, as on the other fide of. Tien-fing, were many 
of them covered with millet, which with rice, and fome corn, 
are the principal objects of cultivation; yet the people have 
experienced the dreadful effects of famine from the deftrucs 
tion of locults, or the fall of torrents from the mountains. 

The number of juaks feen upon the river was incalculable, 
Exclufive of thofe buficdin the ordinary courfe of commerce, 
not lefs thana thouland, of a large fize, were employed in the 
fervice of ‘the goverament between ‘Tong-choo-foo and 
Tien-fing, for the purpofe of gathering fuch taxes as were 
paid inkind; and apart of the corn thus collected, was depo 
fited in the public granaries throughout the empire.—Ie is 
ufual for the wives and familics of the officers and failors to 
live conftantly upon the water. Children are born, brought 
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up, and {pend their whole lives'on board; every land is forcign 
to them’ and the water may be called their. proper element, 
Each veffel,on an average, ¢ontained fifty perions $ and etti- 
mating the total of the boats at two thoufand, itwill appear 
that a bundred thoufand fouls move and live only upon the 
furface of that river. 

There.are no.bricges thrown-acrofs. the river Peicho, as 
they would obftruct the navigation; but feveral of hewn 
ftone; and of decent architesture, were feen over branches of 
that river, as well as over carialss—Near the ruins of one of 
thefe bridges, dilapidated by an inundation, ftood a large palace, 
in the midft of a garden, inclofed within a wall, having a treble 
gate ta the water fide. It was.one of the Emperor’s feats, 
and was the occafional refidence.of fome of the family. 

The travellers, in their flow progrefs up the river, often 
quitted atid rejoined the yachts, to obferve more minutely ob« 
jects on fhore which ftruck the fancy, This conduct was 
watched with extraordinary jealoufy ; and they were given 
to underftand, that this freedom was difpleafing to the Legate. 
In fort, the interpreter difcovered, by feveral vague intima- 
tions, occafionally,let out in familiar converfation with the 
mandarines, that fome recent diffatisfation had been conceived 
at the court of Pekin againft the Englifh nation. Great cir- 
cum{peciion had been obferved by the interpreter, in acquiring 
this important information ; nor was it without much addrefs 
that he extorted from them the following explanation. 

In the year 1791, the Emperor of China fent an army into 
the country of Thibet, to drive back the Rajah of Napaul, 
who had made predatory excurfions thither ; and in the cone 
teft, his army met with more obftacles, greater refiftance, and 
heavier lofles, than had been forefeen from fo feeble an enemy. 
Some of the Chinefe officers, mortified at their ill fuccefs, 
fancied they faw oppofed to them not only Europcan tactics, 
bat European foldiers ; and reported at court, that they per- 
ceived hats as well as turbans among their enemies ; and they 
concluded the former muft have been Englifh. Tohus it had 
been politically and induftrioufly reported among the people of 
China, that the Englith had, in the ‘above inftance, actually afe 
forded affiftance.—T hough the Embaffador gave no credit to 
either fa@, he was induced to believe, that the bare affertion 
would have the power to alienate any previous favourable dif- 

pofition of the country towards the government of Great 
Britain. 
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It had beena policy practifed in the eaft, prior to a mecitated 
attack on the territories of a foreign prince, to fend an em- 
bafiy thither, under the mafk of friendlhip, the better to dif- 
cover its real fituation and ftrength—The Britifh govern- 
ment knew well with what a jealous eye the Chinele viewed 
their acquifitions in Bengal, and the prejudices which might 
be raiféd on the {core of ambition ; and the Embaflador was 
furnifhed with arguments to allay their fufpicions on that 
head. - But it was not within the compafs of human wifdom 
to forefce, and prepare againft, an imputation of having inter 
terfered hoftilely with the arms of China, which had never 
taken place; nor was it till the following year, when his Ex- 
cellency arrived at Canton, that he was informed from Eng- 
Jand and Calcutta, what were the circumftances upon which 
an affertion fo groundlefs had been founded. It was noto- 
ricus, that the Governor General of Bengal conduéted him- 
felf, in this bufinefs, with ftri& neutraiity, and with great pro- 
priety and attention towards the Emperor of China; de- 
claring to the Rajah of Napaul, that the only afliftance he 
fhould give, was to endeavour to extricate him from a ruinous 
war, by means of conciliatory negociation between the com- 
manders of the Thibet and Chinefe forces. 

It is probable, that if the embafly intended for China, in the 
year 1787, had not failed through the premature death of Co- 
lonel Cathcart, then appointed Britifh Miniiter to the court 
of Pekin, any. mifunderitanding might have been prevented ; 
or, if even the circumftances connected with the Thibet war 
had arrived at Canton before the prefent Embaflador quitted 
its vicinity to proceed to Tien-fing, it is poflible it might 
have been in his power to refute the calumny. His Excel- 
lency took pains to, and abfolutely did convince the principal 
mandarines and Chinele officers of ftate, that the ftory was 
unfounded ; but he was not able to effe&t fo much with the 
Tartar Legate, over whom the others had no influence; who 
alone was allowed to correfpond with the government, and 
who evinced no difpofition to make a favourable or juft re- 
prefentation of the Englifh or the embafly. The Legate, 
either from miftruft or malevolence, even refufed to fend the 
Embaflador’s letters to Sir Erafmus Gower, by the meflengers 
of government, though he knew his Excellency had had the 
honour of receiving a packet from the Emperor. Without 
the Legate’s permiffion, there was no mode of conveying 
any intelligence whatever; of courfe, he was fecluded from 
correfponding with the Company’s Commifiioners at Canton, 
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Thus the moft neceflary intercourfe was obftru&ed, without 
the leaft profpe& of redrefs ; inafinuch as the Legate was the 
intimate creature of Collao, the prime minifter of the empire, 
whofe fentiments were, doubtlefs, in perfe@ unifon, 

It may be proper to obferve, in this place, that the govern- 
ment of China has not eftablithed any mode of conveying let- 
ters of correfpondence for the conveniency of the people, 
The Emperor only receives and fends expre/fes, which are con- 
veyed on horfeback to and frem every part of his extenfive 
dominions, at the rate of a hundred and fifty miles a day.— 
For the ordinary exigencies of government, as well as for 
the ufe of the mandarines and officers of ftate, there are 
flower couriers appointed, who are fometimes, though rarely, 
permitted to carry letters or packets to individuals, But in- 
formation is conveyed to, or with-held from, the body of the 
people juft as the government may deem it expedient. 

The perverfe circumftances above mentioned augured an 
unfavourable fuccefs to the embafly, which was proceeding, 
but flowly, towards the capital, The river being thallow, 
much mud, or diluted clay, was difturbed from the bottom; 
and this, added to what was occafionally wafhed down into it 
from the mountains, rendered the water turbid and {carcely 
potable. ‘The Chinefe, however, have an eafy mode of re- 
fining it-——A {mall quantity of allum is put into the hollow 
joint of a bamboo, in which feveral perforations are made. 
A convenient quantity of water being taken from the river, 
it is to be ftirred about three or four minutes with this bam- 
boo ; by which the allum unites with the earthy particles, and 
precipitates them to the bottom of the veflel, leaving the water 
pure and traniparent. 

The Chinefe of rank ufe diftilled water for their owa con- 
fumption; and even the lower clafles never drink it till tea 
or {ome other falubrious herb has been infufed it. Not only 
is this infufton drunk hot, as common beverage, but even wine 
and every other liquid is made warm before taken. The fame 
mode prevails in the hot climate of Hindoftan.n—The Chi- 
nefe, however, enjoy, in the heat of fummer, the grateful cool- 
nels of ice; but itis principally with fruits and fweetmeats. 

Notwithtanding tea is the common beverage of all the Chi- 
nefe, and is prefented to vifitors at all hours, yet there are fome, 
efpecially ia the northern provinces, who are fond of {fpiri- 
cuous liguors, and are difpofed to be very convivial. The 
mandarines feemed to indulge in luxury ; they made, daily, 
feveral meals of animal food, highly feafoned, each repaft con- 
fitting 
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fitting of many courfes. The intervals were employed in 
fmoking, and chewing the areca nut. 

The Chinefe of rank are in general courteous, familiar and 
affable; but they are vain and national,— The two mandarines 
who had the direction of the embafly, took much pleafure in fae 
tisfying the inquiries made refpecting their own country. The 
Legate was more taciturnous, and feldom entered into conver- 
fation with the Embaflador, who, very prudently, forbore to afk 
queftions about Chinain his prefence. He vitited his Ex 
cellency pretty often, though he travelled, in great pomp, part 
of the way by land, in a fedan chair, preceded by foldiers aud 
fervants clearing the way before him. 

(To be continued.) 





Account of an accidental Interview with a Divifion of 
the French Army. 


[From a recent Publication entitled «« A Sketch of Modern 
France.” ] 


T our return to the ina, [at Bonnevand, in the moun- 
tains of Jura] finding every thing in readinefs, we im- 
mediately fet off, in fpite of the faow, which now began to 
fall afrefh ; and fcarcely had we proceeded feven or eight 
Englith miles, along a good road, lined with cottages, that had 
an appearance of comfort and plenty,—to judge by the 
quantity of wood heaped up in the covercd hovels attaciied to 
each habitation, ample provilion of maize under the projecting 
roof, whole windows, aud good fires,—than we overtook (at 
the bottom of a ftcep afccat cut through a forcft, pendant, as 
it were, on the declivity of a hill; whilft, hard by, a rapid 
torrent came tumbling from rock to rock, foaming and dalh- 
ing with a horrid noife) aconfiderable body of troops of about 
five thoufand. 

Thefe were on foot,—Captains, Lieutenants, and privates 
all indifcriminately walking together, except three of the 
ofacers, who were on horteback, and whom we afterwards 
found to be of fuperior rank. 

The badnefs of the road compelling us to keep near them, 
we had an excellent opportunity of examining them 
thoroughly ; and though they were ina pitiasle itate, being 
covered with (now, and indifferently clothed, yet could we {ve, 
that nearly the whole corps, whi by thes dialect, we judged 
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to be either Provencals or from fome other part of the fouth of 
France, confifted of young men, who, regardlefs of the 
feverity of the weather, were making the beft of their way to 
the army of Italy, chaunting with all their might the well- 
known _ patriotic air des Marfeillois. 

Thus we were ftrongly efcorted acrofs the foreft: But what 
furprifed us both, and more particularly our friend, was the 
fmail quantity of baggage that accompanied the corps, which, 
though confiderable, did not exceed ten waggons; a mode fo 
totally different from our troops when marching, that we could 
not believe this to be the whole equipage until one of the 
officers affured us, that this manner was now generally adopted 
throughout the French armies, it having been found preferable 
to the ancient mode of conveying aretinuc of ufelefs luggage, 
which, in forced marches, are always great impediments :— 
‘* Befides,” fayshe, “ you fee we are all on foot, and then 
our wardrobe,” added he fmiling, ** to judge by that of our 
foldiers, is neither weighty nor voluminous.” 

We proceeded with them till within a fhort diftance of 
Montfous Vandrez, a {mall village in the gorge of the moun- 
tains, where we took fome refrefhments, and where we alifo 
reached another detachment of troops, confifting partly of 
huflars and partly dragoons. Of the former, fome were on 
foot, but of the latter, none; on the contrary, they were par- 
ticularly well mounted, and moftly young men, except the 
commanding officers, who appeared to have feen much 
fervice, and had, as we were told where we flept, ferved under 
the old regime. 

Thefe poor fellows, who nearly all bore fome vifible marks, 
from fcars or wounds, of having dreadfully fuffered 5 and 
who, from their drefs, each wearing an helmet, to which was 
fixed a kind of horfe’s tail, that fowed negligently on their 
fhoulder, that gave them a moft martial appearance, had ferved 
under Moreau in Germany, and were in fact juft returned 

from thence. 

Vhen arrived at the inn, a poor miferable looking houfe, 
which, from being the only one of that kind inthe village, was 
of courle the general rendezvous, we were fhewn an apart- 
ment, which we found occupied bya refpectable veteran, with 
his wife and daughter. Withing not to intrude, we declined 
going in, but he politely inviting us to join his party, we 
acquiefced. 

As we were wai 
dinner, this old wid 





ng for fomething being ferved by way of 
éire amufed us with the following recital: 
He 
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—He told us, that he belonged to a corps of artillery ;—that 
for a number of years he had fupported the fatigues of a 
military life with the fpirits of youth, “ and I dare add,” faid 
he, raifing his voice, * with the perfeverance of a veteran, 
braving various difficulties ; butalas ! having of late had the 
misfortune of being wounded in Moreau’s memorable retreat, 
—a retreat,” addrefling himfelf to our friend, that muit 
ever eternalize that young General,——I procured permiffion to 
join my family until I fhould be recoverec, and from whom 
this cruel war has for a long time debarred me. It is true,” 
added he, feeing the tears trickling down his daughter’s cheeks, 
“ we wercin hopes of peace, and then I fhould have made 
a longer ftay with them: But this is over,—-my country 
calls,—and though you fee the whole of my family, | muft and 
willobey.”” So laying, he got up and walked about the room, 
in order to conceal a ftarting tear; then refuming his feat, 
feemed more compofed, and continued by telling us, that his 
corps, with others, were now on their march to join the army 
of Italy in order to make the regular fiege of Mantua, “ and 
erelong,” faid he, “ you will hengthat we have fucceeded ; 
for fince the Emperor refufes to accede to moderate propofals, 
war muft be continued, and he will have caufe to repent :-— 
Remember that an old foldicr of feventy-two tells you fo.” 





PARTICULARS of a late MELANCHOLY 
ACCIDENT. 


HE following melancholy accident happened on Thurf- 

day night February 15, 1798, at Purleigh, near Maldon 

in Effex: Mr. Harris, a refpeable blackfmith of that village, 
went out that afternoon on bufinefs, trom whence returning 
about midnight, he found his houfe and fhop burnt to the 
ground, and his wife and three children confumed, with all his 
property, in the calamitous conflagration! The particulars of 
this cataftrophe, as related by the three perfons, the eldeft 
daughter, fon, and apprentice, who miraculoufly efcaped, areas 
follow: Mr. Harris was from home on bufinefs, and the 
family retired to reft at the ufual hour, confcious in their own 
minds of everything being fafe ; the firft alarmed were the 
apprentice and fon, who, being awaked by the {moke or ftrong 
finell of fire,immeciately called the reft of the family. Mrs, 
Harris, as quick as her fears and alarm would permit, at- 
tempted to drefs herfelf, at the fame time giving the lads the 
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key of the fhop, defiring them to go and fearch whence the fire 
proceeded ; on opening the fhop door, the flames inftanta- 
neoufly burft out upon them, and the columns of {moke which 
iffued from the fhop prevented their attempting to enter it; 
the utmoft, therefore, that they could do, was to further alarm 
the family and neighbourhood, and ufe every endeavour to afift 
in the efcape of thofe left in the houfe. 

By this time, however,zhe fmoke had fo filled every apart- 
ment, and the fire had gained fomuch by the opening of the 
door, that it was impoffible for them to return to the room 
where Mrs, Harris and her children were dreffing ; the neighe 
bours were by this time called up, and the eldeft - daughter, 
who had opened the chamber window, by keeping her head in 
the air, efcaped fuffocation. Mrs. Harris, a girl about fixteen, 
and two fine boys, (dreadful to relate,) unable to reach the 
window or door, perifhed in the flames. It was fome very 
eonfiderable time ere the bodies could be withdrawn from the 
ruins, notwithftanding which the fire had not much disfigured 
them. They were interred on Sunday, after the coronet’s 
inqueft had been taken, attended by a vaft concourte of 
mournful {pedators. 

Whether from the fparks of a candle falling among fome 
papers, or alight being left in the fhop, or from what caule 
this fhocking affair originated, is alike unknown to any. 





REMARKABLE ANECDOTE, 


HE Count Schaumbourg-Lippe, better known by the 

title of the Count de Buckebourg, who commanded the 
artillery in the army of Prince Ferdinandof Bruufwick againit 
the French, invited feveral Hanoverian officers to dine with 
him in his tent. When the company were in high fpirits and 
full of gaicty, feveral cannon balls flew in different directions 
about the tent. ‘ The French” exclaimed the officers, 
“© cannot be far off.”’—“ No, no,” replied the Count, “ the 
enemy, I aflure you, are at a great diftance;” and he defired 
them to keep their feats. “The firing foon after recommenced ; 
when one of the balls carrying away the top of the tent, the 
officers rofe fuddenly trom their chairs, exclaiming, ‘ The 
French are here.”—“ No,” replied the Count, * Tne French 
are not here; and therefore, Gentlemen, 1 defire you will 
again fit down, and rely upca my word.” The balls con- 
tinued to fly about; the officers, however, continued “vr 
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and drink without apprehenfion, though not without whifpering 
their conjectures to each other upon the fingularity of their 
entertainment. The Count at length rofe from the table, and 
addreffing himfelf to the company, faid, ** Gentlemen, I was 
willing to convince you how weil I can rely upon the officers 
of my artillery ; for | ordered them to fire during the time 
we continued at dinner, at the pinnacle of the tent; and they 
have executed my orders with great punétuality.” 

The Count was born in London, and poffeffed a difpofition 
as whimfical as it was extraordinary. He was fond of con- 
tending with the Englith in every thing. For inftance, he 
laid a wager that he would ride a horfe from London to Edin 
burgh backwards, that is, with the horfe’s head turned towards 
Edinburgh, and the Count’s face towards London; and in this 
manner he actually rode through feveral counties in England. 
He not only traverfed the greateft part of that kingdom oa 
foot, but travelled, in company with a German Prince, 
through feveral of the counties in the character of a beggar. 

The Count de Lacy, who led the Spanifh army againft the 
Portugue(e, at the time they were commanded by the Count 
de Buckebourg, has been heard to declare, that the fingularity 
of his perfon and manners fo forcibly ftruck the minds of al! 
the Spanith Generals, while they were reconnoitring the 
enemy with their telefcopes, that they exclaimed with ons 
voice, “ Are the Po:tuguefe commanded by Don Quixote.” 
De Lacy, however, who poflefled a very liberal mind, fpoke 
with enthufiattic rapture of the good conduct of Buckebourg 
in Portugal, and praifed in the warmeft terms the excellence of 
bis mind, and the greatnefs of his chara&ter. His heroic 
countenance, his owing hair, his tall and meagre figure, and 
above all, the extraordinary length of his vifage, might, in 
truth, bring back the recollection of the Knight of La 
Mancha ; for certain it is, that ata diftance he madea mott 
romantic appearance ; on a nearer approach, however, a clofer 
view immediately convinced you of the contrary. ‘The fire 
and animation of his features announced the elevation, 
fagacity, penetration, kindnels, virtue, and ferenity of his foul. 
Sublime fentiments and heroic thoughts were as familiar and 
natural tohis mind, as they were to the nodleft characters of 
Greece and Rome: And his name was worthy of beinz 
enrolled among thole of the greateft men of his age and 
country. After a variety of fortune, he lived almoit con- 
tinually in retirement, managing his fmail eitate with great 
difcretion. 

Remarfal 
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Remarkable Teftimony of Lord Chief Fuflice Hale to 
the Efficacy of Prayer. 


ITH refpect to the efficacy of prayerin bringing down 
the divine affiftance and illumination, in the aétual 
condué of life, let us hear the declaration of Lord Chief 
Juftice Hale ; whofe example I feleé&t becaufe he was a lay- 
man, a man deeply converfant in the bufinefs of the world, a 
great lawyer, and therefore may contribute to prove, that they 
who value themfelves on their worldly fagacity, and frequently 
confider the affairs of religion as trifles, compared with the 
contefts for property and the concerns of jurifprudence, need 
not, in the moft ative life and moft exalted ftations, be 
afhamed of the gofpel of Chrift. 

“© Tcan call,” fays he, “ my own experience to witnefs, 
that even inthe external aétions, occurrences, and incidents of 
my whole life, I was never difappointed of the beft gui- 
dance and dire&tion, when in humility, and a fenfe of defi- 
ciency, and diffidence of my own ability to direct myfelf, or 
to grapple with the difficulties of my life, I have implored the 
fecret guidance of the divine wifdom and providence.” 





A Hint to Travellers, and to all who frequent Inns and 
Taverns. 


F the extravagant manner, in which fome people reward 
waiters and poftillions had no other effe&t than making 
money pafs from one prodigal fet of perfons to another, there 
would be nocaufe of regret 5 but the ill confequences of this 
abfurd prodigality are more extenfive, and often prove a real 
inconveniency to the community in general, Thofe who pay 
poftillions and waiters with a childifh profufion are the original 
caufe of their infolence to people, who, whether from choice 
or neceflity, pay them no more than their due. 





An ADMONITION. 


HILE amanhas any degree of health, and the ule of 
his faculties, it is never too late to return to the paths 
of wifdom and virtue ; and in no other paths but thefe is truc 
bappinels ever to be found, 
Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Lapidarius, of Staverton, to W. Bickham’s Charade, 
inferted December 11. 


RAISE be to Him who fends STAR-LIGHT, 
To guide us o’er the land by night! 
His geodnefs to us ftill extends, 
For which we fuppliantly fhould bend. 


|*| Wehave received the like anfwer from Ocdipus, of 
Yeovil; J.D. of Sydling; J. Gidley, William Hoare, and 
J. Bradridge, of Dean Prior; T. Stick, of St. Donnes ; and 
R. Taylor, of Cargreen. 











Anfwer, by Ocdipus, of Yeovil, to F. Gidley’s Charade, inferted 
December 1. 


re the loud PACK—come faddle my HORSE, 
A For tojoin in the chafe how I pine; 
Old Reynard to fee, and jovially courfe, 

Where the horns, and th’ hounds {weetly join. 


+it We have received the like anfwer from J. D. of Syd- 
ling; Lapidarius, of Staverton; J. Bradridge, of Dean Prior; 
T. Stick, of St. Donnes; Selpats, of Briftol; W. Rennels, 
of Barnftaple; W.and T. Maddick, of Rattery; G. Hazell, 
of Barnftaple; and W. Brock, of Evercreech. 





Anfwer, by G. Hazell, of Barnflaple, to F. H.'s Enigma, ine 
ferted December 18, 


REAT nature beftow’d on Maria, the fair, 
A temper fo loving and MILD; 
In converfe fo pleafing, the pafs’d away care, 
And the frowuings of fortune beguil’d; 


Her charming fhrill accents enraptur’d the ear, 
And this was the theme of her fong : 

“ How Edward the Sixth made his foes all to fear, 
“ In one thoufand five hundred fifty one.* 


* MDLI. 
§t§ We have received the like anfwerfrom J. Gidley, of 


Dean Prior. ; 
VoL. XXXI, 2G 4 RE- 
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4 REBUS, by William Hoare, Funior, of Dean Prior. 


AIL Heaven-born firft ! by thy illuftrious aid 
Great Newton kean’d, with philofophic eye, 
Thofe {pheres in the ethereal arch difplay’d 5 
Thofe glitt’ring orbs which decorate the fky. 


Sometimes in Goadby’s much admired fheet, 
(Which never fails to pleafe and entertain, ) 
My next is feen, replete with fubtle wit, 
The keen produdtion of fome fkilful brain. 


A learned writer, Sirs, I now require, 

On whom the facred nine vouchfaf’d to {mile ; 
Whoever reads his works wil! foon admire 

His nervous language and majettic ftyle. 


What if the French their vile inve@tives pour, 
And with to fubjugate this fea-girt ifle, 

My next will keep them from Britannia’s fhore, 
For Neptune on his fons will always {miles 


When fhall dire war, infernal homicide ! 

Be banifh’d?, When will lovely peace return? 
Ye vaunting imps of cruelty and pride, 

When fhall my next each hoftile fhore adorn? 


Defcend my fixth, and fet the captive free; 
Emancipate the flave,thou maid divine ! 

Infpir’d with gratitude they'll honour thee, 
And pay due homage at thy facred fhrine. 


All conquering next! to thy refiftiefs power 
The moft ambitious defpot muft fubmit; 

Thy rude attacks do every thing deflower— 
May we with joy the ruthlefs tyrant mect ! 


When Sol retires, and night approaches faft, 
The fwain returns fatigu’d from yonder plain; 
And foon into the arms of thee my laft 
He falls, and foon forgets his care and pain. 


Ye elevated youths ! I call on you 
Who can the darkett myfteries unfold; 
Find the initials, and connect them true, 
A celebrated artift you'll behold, 


9 POETRY. 
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Lines addreffed by Mifs 4-———, at Taunton, to Mr. and 
Mrs, D » of Gwernygoe, in Montgomeryfhire, on being 
removed at a great Diftance from them, 








“INCE now condemn’d to breathe a fad adieu, 
S My fate configns me toa diltant fhore, 
To bid farewell to all that pleafure knew, 

To joysthat now, alas! muift imile no more: 


Accept, lov’d pair! this lock, this pledge of love, 
Small gift, by fortune’s niggard hand confin’d; 
And when remote in other lands I rove, 
May this memorial aid the penfive mind! 


At times to folitude and filence:fteal, 

From worldly fcenes, and all its buftle free, 
To draw afide oblivion’s mifty veil, 

To look on this, and fometimes think on me. 


With me remembrance oft, with backward view, 
O’er the long path of amity fincere, 

Of pleafure pait each phantom fhall purfue, 
Sigh o’er each fcene, and drop the feeling tear. 


And oft, lov’d innocents! for you fhall flow, 
The ftream of love, and abfence heave the figh ; 
Oft will affetion breathe her tender vow, 
And lift for you to tieav’n a pleading eye. 
Dear James! thou blooming innocence of youth ! 
In whom the father’s iuftre opes confett ; 
Like him fincere, in virtue and in truth, 
May Heaven implant with all his worth thy breaft! 


But chief, fweet Beatrice, fweet, feraphic child ! 
Where all the mother’s namelefs charms we count ; 
Like her in manners, in demeanour mild, 
For thee my prayers inceflantly fhall mount. 


Ah! here I bleed—How many an artlefs maid 
Sinks in the vortex of ingulphing vice? 
How many droop by perfidy betray’d? 
Or flip on pleafure’s fmooth, fallacious ice ? 


But may fome hand to virtue form thy heart, 
And nurfe with cautious care thy op’ning flowers! 
Keep far from thee the fpecious mafk of art, 
; And teach thee only nature’s guilelefs power ! 
And 
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And oh! Thou Great Surveyor of the Heart ! 
If pity at thy throne not vainly bends, 

Now read my will, its every with impart— 
The with of every goad to thefe my friends. 


Adieu! I go—from every comfort torn, 
I bid a long farewell to focial blifs ; 
°Till the bleft hour when | again return 
@J o tafte once more of friendfhip’s balmy kifs. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER 





4n INVOCATION io PEACE, 


WEET peace! wich olive crown’d, and wings outfpread, 
S Where Mars in triumph rides, uprear thy head ; 
Caufe difcord to refign her horrid reign, 

Nor blood of flaughter’d hofts o’erflow the plain ; 
Nor more be heard the mard’ring cannons roar, 
Nor warrior’s fword be drench’d in human gore ; 
But, beat to plough fhares, may it till the field, 
That henceforth it may glorious harvefts yield ; 
That plenty, for whole abfence now me mourn, 
May to our Britith ifle again return ; 

That thofe bow’d down by abjec& poverty, 

May praife the name of the Great God on high ; 
Who bids war’s tumult ceafe, and pleaty flow, 
While blooming joy fits fmiling on each brow. 

Hafte then, fweet concord! fly on angel’s wing, 
That all the nations may one chorus fing ; 

And harmony throughout all lands extend, 

And war’s dread carnage ever have an end. 


Sydling. J. D. 








On MASON. 
[Krom ‘* The Purfuits of Literature,” a Poem. ] 


T whence that groan ?—no more Britannia fleeps, 
But o’er her loft Mufzeus bends and weeps. 
Lo! every Grecian, every Britifh mufe 
Scatters the recent flowers and gracious dews 
Where Maf nlies; he fure their influence felt, 
And in his breaft each foft affeGtion dwelt, 
That love and frieadfhip know; each filter art, 
With all that colours, and that founds impart, 
All that the fylvan theatre can grace, 
All in the foul of Mafon found their place! 
Low finks the laurell’d head ; in Mona’s land 
1 fee them pats, ’tis Mador’s drooping band, 
To harps of woe ia holieft obfequies, 
** In yonder grave” they chaunt, ** Our druid lies.” 
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